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ARCHIVES OF UKRAINE: MODERN CHALLENGES

Today, the independent state of Ukraine is forced to defend its right to sovereignty,
independent democratic development, its historical belonging, and identity. During a
full-scale war, an extremely important issue arises — the preservation of information
resources that reflect the history, traditions, culture, national identity of the Ukrainian
people and are concentrated in archival collections. In the modern socio-cultural infor-
mation space, libraries, archives, and museums are documentary-informational social
institutions of national memory, aimed at collecting, preserving, scientifically researching,
and providing for public use available sources, artifacts, and informational resources.
Institutions of social memory, which preserve evidence of the formation of the Ukrainian
nation, are part of the world cultural heritage in its many dimensions, owners of particu-
larly valuable types of information, material, and non-material artifacts [1, c. 276].

Archives, as institutions that accept, describe and store documents for the purpose
of using retrospective documentary information, have been known since ancient times.
The first archives were created as early as the 32" millennium before common era.
In the lands of Mesopotamia (Sumer, Akkad, Babylon, Assyria), information was stored
and transmitted using baked clay tablets. Today, thanks to these early archives, a con-
siderable amount of information from that time about language, literature, politics, and
economics can be found and studied. In contrast, modern archives are purpose-built
structures equipped with fire or flood protection systems, maintaining a constant tem-
perature and humidity suitable for preserving any documents.

Archival collections and institutions are extremely important factors in the existence
of a state, the functioning of state and public institutions, and the development of civil
society. Archival collections actively participate in nation-building processes, contribute
to the successful execution of important managerial and administrative functions, pro-
mote economic development, and facilitate the realization of valuable scientific and
cultural projects. But most importantly, they preserve a unique «genetic code», a docu-
mentary heritage that allows for the reconstruction of the socio-political, economic, and
socio-cultural development of the country over many centuries. They help identify do-
minant political, ideological, cultural, and religious influences at different stages, trace
population ethnogenesis, delineate geographical boundaries and international relations,
understand the development peculiarities of various regions, reconstruct individual bio-
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graphies, collective portraits of families and social strata, and ultimately investigate the
country’s history in all its complexity and diversity at micro- and macro-levels [2].

Preserving valuable sources of information is an extremely important task for
maintaining a sense of ethnic identity and preventing the falsification of history, which
is particularly relevant for Ukraine today, as archives become targets for destruction in
times of war. Today, the transition to electronic archiving is a particularly relevant issue,
as digitisation is currently the most secure and forward-thinking way to store any docu-
ments and protect them from destruction. In such a scenario, documents would not be
lost due to deliberate shelling, fires, or flooding during occupation.

An electronic archive, or electronic archival system, is a structured system for
storing electronic documents that ensures reliability of storage, confidentiality, and de-
lineation of access rights, tracks document usage history, and facilitates fast and con-
venient search. Electronic archives belong to the class of Enterprise Content Manage-
ment (ECM) systems. Many organizations adopt them using network shared folders,
without yet being ready to implement electronic document management systems, which
are often bulky and complex. Therefore, electronic archives are positioned as the foun-
dation of document management [3].

State electronic archives are one of the dominant stages in Ukraine’s transition to
a paperless regime. Through them, citizens can receive certificates in electronic form,
which in turn simplifies bureaucratic procedures and allows Ukrainians to access go-
vernment services more quickly. In 2023, the State Archival Service of Ukraine, in
partnership with the Ministry of Justice, implemented the pilot project "e-Archive™ for
the permanent storage of e-documents from the National Archival Fund and state elect-
ronic information resources. The electronic archive automates the processes of receiving,
accounting for, and storing documents created in electronic form-so-called born digital
documents. This ensures the safety of documents and enables users to find the necessary
information in archives with just a few clicks [4].

Reliable document storage is important for all spheres of activity, including busi-
nesses. With the onset of full-scale aggression, 7 820 Ukrainian businesses changed the
region of their registration (according to the analytical service Opendatabot). During
the evacuation of companies from conflict zones, there is always a risk of losing or
damaging archives of documents. To protect their own businesses, internal electronic
archives of companies and the possibility of transferring e-documents to state archives
are currently in demand [5].

Thus, archives form the basis of the historical and cultural heritage of any state. It
is an information resource that stores and transmits information to generations in time
and space. Today, the main task is to preserve and improve the archives of Ukraine for
their future use. The latest digital technologies in archival affairs, and in information
and cultural activities in general, are a requirement of the times and a modern and
reliable means of preserving archival documents.
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Abstract. The article highlights the role of archives in preserving and transmitting cultural
heritage to posterity. It is noted that archives preserve original documents, records, objects of cultural
heritage, which primarily enable scientists, artists, historians, and other researchers to study and
analyses the information provided to them, while preserving and developing a sense of ethnic and
national identity, which is especially relevant for Ukrainians today. Attention is focused on the urgent
need to digitize archival documents in Ukraine.
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POJIb APXIBIB Y 'EHEAJIOT'TYHUX JOC/IIKEHHAX:
HNPAKTUYHE BUKOPUCTAHHA JOKYMEHTIB

I'eneanoris sk Hayka Ipo POJIOBI 3aBK AU BUKIUKAJIA THTEpEC Y OCTiAHUKIB. Bu-
BUCHHS POJIMHHUX 3B’SI3KiB, MOXOHKEHHS Ta ICTOPIi MPEAKIB € HE JIUIIIE I[IKaBUM X001,
ajyie i BaXKJIMBUM CKJIQTHUKOM KYJIBTYPHOI CHAIIIMHU. APXIBH BIITPalOTh KIIOYOBY
POJIb Y 30€pEKEHHI TOKYMEHTIB, K1 JOIOMaratoTh pEKOHCTPYIOBATH POJIOBII Ta Bij-
KPUBAIOTh MIEpPe/l HAMU MOXJIMBICTh 3a3UPHYTH B MUHYJIE.

[TucbMOBI apXiBHI JOKYMEHTH BBAKAIOThCS HUHI HAUTOJIOBHIIIMMU JHKEpEIaMu B
MPOIIEC] TEHEAIOTIYHUX JOCIIHKEHB, TOPIBHSHO 3 PEYOBUMHU UM YCHUMHU JHKEpeIaMu.
Oco6nuBa yBara mpuKyTa J10 JOKYMEHTAJILHUX JHKEPENT — CBIIOITB, aKTiB, METPUUHUX
KHUT, 3aI0BITIB, JOKYMEHTIB 13 CIMEHHMX apXiBiB, LIEPKOBHHUX OINHUCIB Ta PI3HOMAHIT-
HUX IPUBATHUX JOKYMEHTIB. BakiiiBe 3HaUeHHs MatOTh 1 HApATUBHI1 (OMKUCOBI) apX1BHI
JpKepena — JITOMHUCH, XPOHIKH, MEMYyapH, HEKPOJIOTH, MAHETIPUKH, IOACHHUKH, My0-
JinucTuka Tomo [1].

JlocmiPKeHHST pO3MIOYMHAETHCS 3 aHAII3y apXiBHUX ()OHIIB Ta BUOOPY BIIMOBII-
HUX JIOKYMEHTIB. Jlaji JDOCHITHUK aHalli3ye Il MaTepiaiu, peKOHCTPYIO€ POAOBI Ta
BUSIBJISIE TTiKaB1 (DakTu mpo mpenkiB. KoxHOMY mpalliBHUKY TMOTPiOEH yac Jyisl TOTO,
11100 3HAWTH TIEBHI BIJIOMOCTI, a JUIsI IbOTO apXiBHI1 YCTaHOBU MOCTIIHO (DUIBTPYIOTH Ta
CUCTEMATHU3YIOTh IOKYMEHTH.
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